Dr. Wada gave American-style lectures to medical students in English and inspired many medical students to pursue careers in surgery. After completing his internship, he returned to Sapporo and began his career as a cardiovascular surgeon under the direction of Dr. Wada. Meanwhile, he enrolled in the graduate school of medicine of the Sapporo Medical University and obtained a Ph.D. degree in 1972 with his thesis on immunosuppression in organ transplantation.
After These outstanding achievements led to Dr. Kazui's becoming a member of many international societies for cardiovascular surgery, including the American Association for Thoracic Surgery, the Society of Thoracic Surgeons, and the Edward B. Dietrich Vascular Surgical Society. He was a faculty member of the New York Aortic Symposium (currently AATS Aortic Symposium) and the Vienna Interdisciplinary Symposium on Aortic Repair, and served as a program co-chairperson at the 8th Annual International Symposium on Advances in Understanding Aortic Disease 2007. He also was a council member of the Association of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgeons of Asia and the Asian Society for Cardiovascular Surgery, and was a member of the Editorial Board of the Annals of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery. In Japan, he was a council member of the Japanese Association for Thoracic Surgery, the Japanese Society for Cardiovascular Surgery (Congress President in 2005) , and the Japanese Society for Vascular Surgery.
He trained many cardiac surgeons, most of whom are actively working in regional hospitals in Hokkaido and Shizuoka, the two prefectures where the Sapporo Medical University and Hamamatsu University School of Medicine are located, respectively. He also educated two foreign doctors, Bashar Abul Hasan Muhammad from Bangladesh and Enyi Shi from China. Both of them returned to their home country and are currently working in academic institutions.
He loved golf, and had many ''golf mate'' cardiovascular surgeons both in Japan and overseas. Despite his rugged looks, his play was exquisite, just as was his aortic arch operation. After retirement in 2007, he returned to Sapporo and served as an honorary director at the Hokkaido Ohno Hospital.
He is survived by his beloved wife and three children. The eldest son, Toshinobu, has become a cardiovascular surgeon. He started working in the United States in 2010 at Washington University in St. Louis/Barnes-Jewish Hospital and currently is working at the University of Arizona Medical Center, following in his father's footsteps.
We all pay the highest tribute to Dr. Kazui for his great achievements in making aortic surgery easier and safer.
